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1. Improving mobility is crucial to urban economic 
growth and productivity 

2. Dynamic travel patterns create a transportation 
planning challenge 

3. US public transit experience provides a cautionary 
tale for other cities and nations 

4. Market and consumer-oriented approaches to 
transportation and public transit are crucial to 
ensuring mobility and the long term sustainability of 
transportation modesðcars and transit 

 



UNDERSTANDING THE MOBILITY-

PRODUCTIVITY CONNECTION 
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Mobility, productivity and the 

Opportunity Circle 

Staley, Mobility, Transit 

& Growth  

2 December 2013 4 

Government 

Overreach 

Government 

Out of Control 



Research on mobility & 

urban productivity 
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ÅRemy Prudôhomme 
ÁLabor market expands 15%, productivity increases 3% 

ÅRobert Cervero 
Á Increase speeds 10%, output increases 1% 

ÅDaniel Graham 
ÁTravel speeds increase 5%, productivity increases 1% 

ÁDifferent industries impacted differently by congestion 

ÅDavid Hartgen 
ÁSimilar to Remy Prudôhomme 

ÁDowntowns most vulnerable to congestion 

 



US Research: Benefits of 

increased Mobility to Denver 
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US Research: Benefits of 

increased mobility to Dallas 
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US Research: Benefits of 

increased mobility to Seattle 
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ÅBuilding 

capacity 

to keep 

pace 

with 

demand 

is crucial 



Capacity must keep pace with 

demand: Case of Atlanta 

 ÅCapacity has not 

kept pace with VMT 

ÅArterial network is 

among the least well 

developed 

ÅñHub and spokeò 

system doesnôt 

recognize 

complexity of 

modern travel 

patterns 

 

Staley, Mobility, Transit 

& Growth  

2 December 2013 10 

Government 

Overreach 



Access through improved 

mobility would dramatically 

increase with new investments 
Atlanta: Current Atlanta: New investments 
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Key strategies for improving 

mobility and urban 

productivity 
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1. Manage the system more efficiently  

Á Traffic signal optimization 

Á Road pricing 

Á Improved public transit 

2. Build more capacity 

Á Right type of capacity 

Á At the right time 

3. Redesign the transportation network 

 



THE CHALLENGE OF 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING 
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What would a new ñdesignò 

look like? 

ÅA ñspiderwebò 
approach to 
design 

ÅMore connections 
through local 
roads and 
arterials 

ÅFewer major 
ñtrunkò roads 

ÅMore balanced 
road network 

Staley, Mobility, Transit 

& Growth  

2 December 2013 14 

Government 

Out of Control 


